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| don't know how many times I’ve said it-| hate the 
cold and | hate winter! | wish | could hibernate like a 
bear. | often get invited to go skiing, but there’s no 
way | would go. Why would | go out of my way to go 


someplace that’s so cold? But on the other hand, | 
love it when it's hot, in the summertime! І get so 
excited! That's why it's mostly summer in my manga. 
| love the summer! Now if only there weren’t any 
mosquitoes... 

—Akira Toriyama, 1989 


Artist/writer Akira Toriyama burst onto the manga scene іп 
1980 with the wildly popular Dr. Slump, a science fiction 
comedy about the adventures of a mad scientist and his 
android “daughter.” In 1984 he created his hit series 
Dragon Ball, which ran until 1995 in Shueisha's best- 
selling magazine Weekly Shonen Jump, and was translated 
into foreign languages around the world. Since Dragon 
Ball, he has worked on a variety of short series, including 
Cowa!, Kajika, SandLand, and Neko Majin, as well as a 
children’s book, Toccio the Angel. He is also known for his 
design work on video games, particularly the Dragon 
Warrior RPG series. He lives with his family in Japan. 
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Son Gohan 
Gokus four-year-old son. Аза 
half-human, half-Saiyan, he 
may be even stronger than а 
regular Saiyan! 


Tenshinhan 
Three-eyed Tenshinhan 
is one of Goku's former 

rivals. 


Kuririn 
Goku's former martial 
arts schoolmate under 

Kame-Sen'nin. 
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Son Goku 
The greatest martial artist on Earth. 
Although he looks human, he's actually 
опе of the alien Saiyans. Unlike most 
Saiyans, he does not have a monkey's 
tail, as it was cut off several years ago. 


ro 
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Bulma 
Goku's oldest friend, Bulma is a sci- 
entific genius. She met Goku while 
on a quest for the seven magical 
Dragon Balls which, when gathered 
together, сап grant any wish. 


Yamcha 
А former bandit and martial artist, Yamcha 
is Bulma's ex-boyfriend. 


Son Goku was Earth’s greatest hero, but по one knew where he got 
his strength. ..until a stranger came from outer space bearing the news that 
Goku was an alien! The shocking news turned worse when the stranger, 
Goku's brother Raditz, proved to be a ruthless killer. By teaming up with his 
old enemy Piccolo, Goku was able to defeat his extraodinarily powerful 
brother...only to die in the process. Now, Goku has gone to the afterlife, 
and Earth is in even more trouble...in one year, Raditz's partners will arrive 

to steal the Dragon Balls and wipe out all life on Earth!! 


Piccolo 
Сокиз arch-enemy, 
Piccolo Daimaó 
(“Piccolo the Great 
Demon King”) once 
tried to become 
tuler of the world. 


Kami-sama 
The deity who watches 
over the Earth, Kami- 
sama is the good side 
to Piccolo’s evil. He is 
assisted by Mr. Popo. 


Vegeta & Nappa 
The two Saiyan warriors 
who will arrive on Earth 

in one year. 


Kame-Sen'nin 
Kame-Sen'nin, also known as 
the “Turtle Hermit” or Muten- 

Róshi (the “Invincible Old 
Master”), helped train Goku 
and Kuririn in the martial arts. 
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DBZ: 17 ° The Hardest Time of His Death 
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DRAGON BALLS, LONG 
AGO...I FELT CURIOUSLY 
NOSTALGIC...SOME 
SORT OF RACIAL 
MEMORY І 
SUPPOSE... 


IF YOU WON'T 
GIVE US 
INFORMATION 
ON THE DRAGON 


BALLS..WE'LL JUST 


HAVE TO BEAT ІТ 
OUT OF YOU. 


ТНАТ WEAKLING 
RADITZ PROBABLY 
GOT HIMSELF 
KILLED BECAUSE 
HE DEPENDED ON 
THE SCOUTER'S 
NUMBERS--AND 
GOT CAUGHT 


ISN'T RADITZ 
THE GUY WHO 
NEARLY CLOBBERED 


WERENT 
THERE SIX 
SEEDS FOR 
CULTIVARS 


SEE WHAT THEY 
CAN REALLY DO? 
THEN WE'LL ASK 
THEM ABOUT THE 
DRAGON BALLS 
AGAIN... 
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YOU FIGHTS 
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PLAYING 
AND GET 
THIS OVER 
WITH! 
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ITLOOKS 
LIKE THEYLL 
ВЕ ABLE TO 
ENTERTAIN 
USALITTLE, 

AFTER ALL... 
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DESTROYED... 


WITHA 
GESTURE... 
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YOUVE ALREADY 
BEEN RESTORED 
TO LIFE BY THE 
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"А STORY TOLD IN THE LATER VOLUMES OF DRAGON BALL. 


IDIOT!! FEEL 
THEIR CHI! 
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THAT INEEDED 
ALITTLE WARMUP 
FOR THE GREAT 
BATTLE TO 


YOU DID SAY 
YOU WANTED 
PLAYTIME ТО 
END, DIDN'T 
you? 


NOW IT'S 
TIME FOR 
THE REAL 
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ні, Гт боп 
Gohan! 

Іт 4 years old. 
When | grow up, 
| want to be a 
great scholar. 


Akira Toriyama 
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Goku's Last Сћапсе...15 Gohan!!? 
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Raditz Gets Radical! 
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A Surprise 
Appearance 4 


PLL KILL YOU ALL... Ў 
| GUARANTEE IT!!! 


DRAGON BALL 
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DBZ:09・Sayonara, Goku 
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Between Two Worlds 
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Son Gohan, the 
Iconsolable 
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The Fate of Sx 
Earth in 
Young 
Gohan’s 
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DBZ:14・Deeds Done by the Full Moon Бі У 


PICCOLO SHOCKED! THE TRUE NATURE ОР GOHAN!! 
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Meanwhile, 
A Year Passes... 
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On Heaven and Earth 
Goku and Gohan's Training Begins!!! 
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MY TRAINING IS NOTHING ТО LAUGH AT! 
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You’re Reading in 
the Wrong Direction!! 


W... Guess what? You're starting at the 


wrong end of the comic! 

.. 65 true! In keeping with the original Japanese 
format, Akira Toriyama’s world-famous Dragon Ball Z 
series is meant to be read from right to left, starting 
in the upper-right corner. 

Unlike English, which is read from left to right, 
Japanese is read from right to left, meaning that 
action, sound-effects, and word-balloon order are 
completely reversed. ..something which can make 
readers unfamiliar with Japanese feel pretty back- 
wards themselves. For this reason, manga or 
Japanese comics published in the U.S. in English have traditionally been published 
“flopped” that is, printed in exact reverse order, as though seen from the other side 
of a mirror. 

By flopping pages, U.S. publishers can avoid confusing readers, but the compro- 
mise is not without its downside. For one thing, a character in a flopped manga series 
who once wore in the original Japanese version a T-shirt emblazoned with “М A У" (as 
in “the merry month ዐየ) now wears one which reads “У А М”! Additionally, many 
manga creators in Japan are themselves unhappy with the process, as some feel the 
mirror-imaging of their art reveals otherwise unnotice- 
able flaws or skews in perspective. 

In recognition of the importance and popularity of - ° 
Dragon Ball Z, we are proud to bring it to you in the 
original unflopped format. 

For now, though, turn to the other side of the book 
and let the adventure begin.… 


—Editor 


THE WORLD'S 


MOST POPULAR MANGA Хх 


СКАРНІС NOVEL 


ТНЕ LORD ОЕ WORLDS 
Goku is dead—but his journey is 

just beginning. Now he must travel 
through the afterlife along the 
million-kilometer Serpent Road to find 
Kaiö-sama, the Lord of Worlds, who will teach him 
martial arts techniques so powerful 
they're reserved for the gods! And he'd 
better hurry, too, because Earth has only 
nine months until the evil Saiyans, 
Vegeta and Nappa, will arrive to wipe 
the planet clean of life. While the 
archdemon Piccolo trains Goku's son 
Gohan to reach his full power potential, 
the alien spaceships rocket ever [^ 
closer...bearing a power so awesome that 


even Earth's six strongest 
heroes may not be a match 
for it!!! 
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